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fused at any price. Sewage systems, turning basins, water-
supply works, civic auditoriums, school and university build-
ings, slum clearance and model housing, farm-to-market roads
and school-bus roads were other favored enterprises. This
agency provided 121,760 beds in hospitals whose completion
cost more than a third of a billion dollars—the equivalent of
five years' normal growth*
Of special significance for the future, the PWA between
1933 and 1935 financed the building of more than fifty mili-
tary airports, helped the army lay out seventy-four thousand
miles of strategic highways, built a wind tunnel for plane
designers, employed ten million dollars in renovating ord-
nance and improving arsenals, and under navy supervision
used two hundred thirty-seven million dollars in construct-
ing warships. In 1935, however, persuaded by the spirit of
pacifism and clamor from the Nye committee, Congress for-
bade spending public-works and relief funds "for munitions,
warships, or military or naval material/' and most phases of
this activity ceased. The PWA had gone slowly into action—
in the face of considerable local impatience on the one side,
suspicion on the other—but in retrospect its diverse achieve-
ments would look impressive*
The Congress which on the first of its hundred days had
broached bank-reform legislation, on its last passed the na-
tional industrial recovery act, inaugurating not only the
PWA but also placing a large segment of the nation's private
industry under centralized direction. In the interval it had
taken steps of vital importance to the farmer, the distressed
homeowner, impoverished youth and the hillbilly of the
Tennessee Valley* The articulation of these policies, their
shapes and adaptations through the middle years of the
New Deal, will be traced in later chapters, but from their
conception in these crucial times they sprang with a heritage
which experience and the shifting pattern of the national
economy would modify merely in detail.

